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Announcements
• If you would like to write for us, contribute photography, or have your 

aquarium featured, email us through the "Contact Us" tab on our 
website.

• Wish there were a reef magazine like AHM? There is! Reef Hobbyist 
Magazine is available for FREE in the best local fish stores around the 
country and online at www.reefhobbyistmagazine.com!

AHM Sponsored Events
(Our latest issues are available at domestic sponsored events)
• Keystone Clash 

September 24–26, Morgantown, PA – www.keystoneclash.com

 Digital & Hard-Copy Subscriptions
Scan this QR code to sign up for your free digital 
subscription. You will receive an alert every time a new 
issue is released and have access to download every 
issue as a PDF. You can also sign up for a hard-copy 
subscription for home delivery.

Want to Carry AHM in Your Store?
Attract more hobbyists to your store by offering Aquarium Hobbyist 
Magazine to your customers! We educate hobbyists on new products, 
husbandry techniques, and livestock. Plus, we never publish e-tailer ads! 
Contact one of our distributors below or email us through the “Contact 
Us” tab on our website to get stocked. Your customers will love it!
• All Seas Marine – www.allseaslax.com
• Aqua Lab Aquaria – www.aqualabaquaria.com
• Aquatropic – www.aquatropic.com
• DFW Aquarium Supply – www.dfwaquarium.com
• Pan Ocean Aquarium – www.panoceanaquarium.com
• Quality Marine – www.qualitymarine.com
• ReefH2O – www.reefh2o.com
• Segrest Farms – www.segrestfarms.com
• Ultum Nature Systems – www.ultumnaturesystems.com

Visit Us on the Web
www.aquariumhobbyistmagazine.com
• Read all back issues in the AHM archives for FREE
• Sign up for a hard-copy subscription or FREE digital subscription
• Download and save issues in PDF
• Find out about upcoming events in your area
•  www.facebook.com/aquariumhobbyistmagazine
•  www.instagram.com/aquariumhobbyistmagazine

AHM Staff
Managing Editor Jason Oneppo 
Executive Editor and Director of Advertising Harry T. Tung 
Consulting Editor Jim Adelberg 
Copy Editors Melinda Campbell, S. Houghton

Comments or suggestions? Contact us on our website!

©2021 Aquarium Hobbyist Magazine. All rights reserved.
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Scaper Spotlight: Dou Mok
Practice makes perfect, and in the case of our 
spotlight scaper, he keeps 10 tanks so he can 
continuously strive for perfection. 
Jason Oneppo

Emergency Fry Foods 
 You Can Whip Up in a Pinch
Newborn fry can only eat the smallest of 
foods. If you suddenly discover babies, try 
these emergency food hacks. Timothy Smith

A Fast-Flowing Stream 
 for Red-Belted Gobies
This fast-flowing, clearwater-stream tank was 
created to replicate the natural environment of 
Sicyopus zosterophorus. Simon Bach

 Local Harvest  Aquascaping
Looking to try something new? Look no 
further than your own backyard to try this 
unique style of aquascaping.  
Jason Blizzard

 Photographing Aquascapes 
and Aquariums
New to aquascaping photography or looking 
to hone your picture-taking skills? This is the 
article for you! Mathias Standhartinger

Edge of the Woods
A science project turns into a 6-month journey 
in aquascaping, resulting in many lessons 
learned. Follow the progression from concept 
to reality here. Elias Stoik
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 EDGE OF THE WOODS 
By Elias Stoik

I 'm pleased to share my ~42-gallon aquarium, which is a very 
special scape for me because it's my first aquascape larger than 
26 gallons. This layout was inspired by a sensei of the Nature 

Aquarium style, Yusuke Homma. The aquascape was created as 
a science project to explain the functionality of an aquarium's 
small ecosystem. The title of the work is "Aquascaping and Nature 
Aquariums—Aquarium Ecosystems and How They Work," and I 
wrote it as part of the final exams in my last year of high school.

For this reason, I documented the entire development of the scape, 
from the empty canvas to the grown-in and established ecosystem 

about 6 months later. I learned a lot during this process, not only 
about aquascaping but also photography and time management. I 
think this is the reason why so many people love the aquarium hobby: 
you're learning new, interesting facts with every scape you create, 
and no matter how long you are in the hobby, it never gets boring.

The main goal with this scape was to create a Nature Aquarium 
representing the whole topic in the best way possible. With this idea 
in mind, the first step was to search for inspiration. After spending 
lots of time in nature and several hours watching ADA videos on 
YouTube, I had an idea of the aquascape I wanted to create.

My idea was to build a bold hardscape with strong lines, leading the 
viewer's eyes through the scape. I used three big pieces of driftwood 
and black lava stones to support the structure at the base, creating 
a nice transition between the wood and the planted areas of the 
scape. I decided to use many mid- and background plants with big 
leaves and then break them up with grassy plants for a more natural 
look, and I'm pretty happy with how my idea turned out. The shoal 
of Hyphessobrycon megalopterus, commonly named Black Phantom 

About the Author

Elias is from Austria and started keeping aquariums at the age of 6. 
Currently, he has five aquariums and several Wabi-kusas. To see more 
of his work, follow "austria_aquascaping" on Instagram.



Amano Shrimp with eggs
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Tetras, contrasts very well against the lush green plants, and the 
pair of Double Red Agassizi Cichlids (Apistogramma agassizii) is an 
excellent addition to this tank.

 "To know Mother Nature is to love her smallest creations." This 
quote from Takashi Amano has become my leading thought in the 
aquascaping hobby. If you live near forests or mountains, spend time 
there observing the beautiful details. Your Nature Aquarium skills 
will automatically improve because you'll notice how moss naturally 
grows on pieces of wood or how stones come to rest in a riverbed. 
Most importantly, create an aquascape because you like it, not to 
please someone else. Keep on scaping, friends!

Aquarium
Tank: Liquid Garden 100P
Dimensions: 39" × 16" × 16"
Glass: Optiwhite
Volume: ~42 gallons

Aquascape
Style: Nature Aquarium
Substrate: JBL ProScape Volcano Mineral, Tropica soil
Stone: black lava (to support the driftwood)
Wood: driftwood

http://aquariumhobbyistmagazine.com/


Double Red Agassizi Cichlid

Ramshorn SnailThe aquarium after plantingPlanting the aquarium

Black Phantom Tetra
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Equipment
Lighting: Chihiros RGB, 9-hour photoperiod
Filter: JBL CristalProfi e1502 Greenline, EHEIM Skim350
Filter Media: Seachem Matrix, Seachem Purigen, various 
sponges
Filter Pipes: black plastic inflow and outflow
CO2: 2 kg bottle with Blau Aquaristic pressure regulator, Aquario 
Neo Diffuser (extended version)

Maintenance:
Water Changes: 50 percent twice a week using tap water
Fertilizers: MasterLine I, II, and Carbo
Feeding: Microbe-Lift VitaGran and JBL PlanktonPur once a day, 
live and frozen food occasionally 

Plants
 ‒ Eleocharis acicularis 'Mini'
 ‒ Eleocharis acicularis
 ‒ Helanthium tenellum 'Red'
 ‒ Cryptocoryne wendtii 'Green'
 ‒ Lagenandra meeboldii 'Red'
 ‒ Limnophila sp. 'Vietnam'
 ‒ Hemianthus glomeratus
 ‒ Blyxa japonica
 ‒ Helanthium bolivianum 'Latifolius'
 ‒ Cyperus helferi
 ‒ Hygrophila corymbosa
 ‒ Hygrophila corymbosa 'Stricta'
 ‒ Persicaria sp. 'Sao Paulo'
 ‒ Taxiphyllum barbieri
 ‒ Riccardia chamedryfolia

Fish
 ‒ Double Red Agassizi Cichlid pair (Apistogramma agassizii)
 ‒ Penguin Tetra (Thayeria boehlkei)
 ‒ Black Phantom Tetra (Hyphessobrycon megalopterus)
 ‒ Flying Fox (Epalzeorhynchos kalopterus)

Invertebrates
 ‒ Neocaridina sp.
 ‒ Amano Shrimp (Caridina multidentata) AH
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 Photographing Aquascapes and Aquariums 
By Mathias Standhartinger

I f you have an aquascape or aquarium, you most likely want to try 
taking photos of it. They might be for your family, for social media, 
or just to look at and become immersed in the aquarium hobby. 

Nice pictures of aquariums also look great when printed and hung 
on a wall. In this article, I will share some tips and tricks for taking 
photos that showcase your aquarium.

Whether you just set up a new tank and want to share it immediately 
or you want to take pictures of an established aquarium, don't be 
shy—snap a lot of photos. That's something I learned the hard way 
during a photo shoot for a client: more is always better.

When preparing for your photo shoot, you want to eliminate all reflec-
tions in the room where you are photographing. If there's a window 
or another bright light source, try to cover it or turn it off. If there is 
light coming from multiple sources or angles, hanging a big blanket 
around your tank can help block the light.

When it comes to angles and positions for setting up your shot, there 
are infinite possibilities. Experiment! You have absolute freedom here, 
but I'll show you the easiest ways to get a good shot.

First is a simple photo from the front. It is important to photograph 
aquariums at an angle, with the camera pointed slightly down instead 

About the Author

Mathias is a photographer and videographer from Austria who has 
been aquascaping for 18 months. He regularly posts under the name 
 "aquascaping.pics" on Instagram and under the name “Aquascaping 
Vids” on YouTube. 



The camera is positioned at the 45° sideways angle.

For digital cameras, the settings will display on the LCD screen.

The camera is positioned to take a photo from the front.
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of head-on. This prevents the light above your tank from hitting the 
lens directly and creating distortions.

Next is to take the picture from a 45° sideways angle. This angle 
is an artistic approach with a lot of room for experimenting with 
creative ideas. It’s not the best choice for presenting your layout or 
aquatic animals, though.

The final angle is a risky but very cool look: repeat the first angle, 
but take the picture looking up at the tank. This position is not 
guaranteed to work as well as the other two.

Camera Settings
Now let’s dive in a bit further. The settings are as important for phone 
users as they are for DSLR shooters. The auto mode on a phone 
produces great results, but a few tweaks in the settings can make 
your pictures look way better! Some phones allow you to control 
the camera’s settings natively. Others will require an app, such as 
the free Adobe Lightroom, to control the settings. For a shot from 
the front, I recommend an aperture of f/8, a shutter speed of 1/10 s 
with no fish or 1/200 s with fish, and ISO 100–500.

Those settings might look foreign to you, so let me explain them 
quickly. The aperture is the opening in the lens through which light 
passes to enter the camera. It controls the brightness and depth of 
field, which is responsible for the blurry background effect that looks 
so cool in some photographs. Shutter speed, which controls the 
length of time the camera shutter is open, is responsible for freezing 
or suggesting motion and is why I talked about different settings for 
images with and without fish; photographing fast-moving animals 
without blur requires a higher shutter speed. The most complicated 
of these three settings is the ISO; it controls the camera's light sen-
sitivity and, therefore, the picture's brightness. The higher the ISO, 
the brighter your images are, but it comes at a cost. Using a high ISO 
creates a grainy look in an image. You should always try to keep the 
ISO as low as possible to avoid adding visual noise to your photos.

Enough of the technical settings. Here are some easy tricks for 
improving your pictures:

 ‒ For DSLR cameras, get as close as possible and use a lens as wide 
as 24 mm. It will allow you to get a wide frame without spending 
a lot of time editing for distortion.

 ‒ With phones that have multiple lenses, always use the main one 
to maintain maximum image quality.

 ‒ Don't be too hard on yourself when beginning in photography; 
it's a constant learning process. You will have difficulties, but it's 
all about creating and having fun.

Editing
Editing can be beneficial but also a trap. Some photos can be 
improved, but others might turn out worse than before. When it 
comes to aquarium photography, the proper exposure (brightness) 
makes a picture stand out and look as crisp and colorful as we see 
it in real life.

If you plan on editing your pictures, it's better to keep them slightly 
underexposed. It's much easier for editing software to detect details 

http://aquariumhobbyistmagazine.com/


Polarizing filters darken lighting, manage reflections, and suppress glare.

Microfiber cloth

Using a tripod helps hold the camera steady for taking macro shots.
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in the shadows than to find details in the very bright spots 
(highlights) of overexposed images. The reason for this is 
underexposed shots still capture most of the details while over-
exposed photos capture less. After you heighten the details 
to your preference, you can increase your picture's contrast 
with the contrast slider. (If you are wondering, it doesn't matter 
which application you use; most of the controls do the same 
thing. For example, color controls like saturation, vibrance, and 
temperature control your image's colors globally.)

The saturation slider adds or removes colors and can make 
your picture look unrealistic extremely fast, so it should not be 
overused. The vibrance slider punches out all colors in your 
photo and maintains a balance between the primary and sec-
ondary colors. I recommend using the vibrance slider over the 
saturation slider because it's less likely to blow out any colors. 
Last but not least, the temperature is an important feature. 
It's changing your picture's Kelvin temperature—green/blue 
or yellow/red tones—referred to as cool and warm. Playing 
around with the temperature is a very subjective thing, as you 
can change a picture's appeal completely.

When you're done with color correcting, there are some 
effects that may be available on the program you're using, 
like vignette, structure, sharpness, and clarity. The last thing 
you want to do is ruin the pretty pictures you just edited and 
destroy their realistic and beautiful appeal by overdoing the 
effects. I suggest a bit of black vignette and maybe some 
subtle sharpening.

Accessories
There are several accessories that can up your photography 
game, but none of them are necessary. For starters, I recom-
mend purchasing a circular polarizer (CP), which is a round 
piece of glass that screws onto the front of your lens and elim-
inates all kinds of reflections from your tank. It also enhances 
your images' colors by eliminating reflections on leaves and 
other surfaces in the tank. There are a lot of different options 
available, so just buy what fits your budget.

Next are tripods. They are great for full-tank shots but are 
especially useful for macro photography. If you want to try 
long-exposure shots, a tripod is essential because it will sta-
bilize your camera. When using a slow shutter speed, the 
picture will blur if the camera doesn’t stay completely still.

Microfiber cloths come in handy and should always be within 
reach while taking pictures in case some grease or dirt gets 
on your lens. They’re also useful for cleaning any water spots 
on the aquarium.

Props are more advanced but a wonderful way to play around 
with your creativity. Anything can be a prop. Whether it's a 
houseplant, a fancy vase, or anything else that you think looks 
good next to your tank, go ahead and fiddle with it.

Creativity is something that we all have. We just need to find it 
and experiment. Hopefully, you'll want to get into photography 
right after reading this article! AH
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 EMERGENCY FRY FOODS 
 YOU CAN WHIP UP IN A PINCH 
By Timothy Smith

I n this hobby, beginners and old hands alike have come home to 
the surprise of a swarm of fry. Sometimes you didn't even realize 
your fish were breeding! Once the warm pride of parenthood 

fades, you may soon realize you're poorly equipped to feed so many 
small mouths. If you don't have a live food culture on hand, don't 
sweat it. There are a handful of recipes that you can put together 

using a few ingredients that you most likely have lying around. These 
should be able to sustain your fry until you can acquire the right 
foods.

Crushed Dry Foods
Dry fish food is the one item you are most likely to have on hand. 
At the very least, you'll have some sort of pellet or flake that you’ve 
been feeding the parents. It's a great choice in general because dry 
foods contain a good mix of proteins, fats, and carbohydrates and 
often include essential vitamins and minerals.

If you have a range of dry foods available to you, take a second to 
look at the labels. Those with higher quality ingredients and a better 
nutrient profile will benefit your growing fry more than lower quality, 
less nutritious products. Proteins and fats are vital for development.

About the Author

Timothy is a South African ichthyologist and public aquarist who has 
been keeping fish for over 15 years. Search "tethysea" on Instagram 
to find his latest aquatic photos and adventures.



Mortar and pestle

Fish food pellets before crushing

Egg yolk has been used as a fry food for decades.

Fish food pellets after crushing
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Grinding it up can be as simple as pinching the food 
between your fingers and sprinkling it across the sur-
face. This doesn't necessarily get the food into the 
smallest particle size, but this is perfectly suitable for 
most livebearers and some cichlids, which are often 
born quite large.

For smaller mouths, however, you will need to use 
a tool to get the job done. If you have a mortar and 
pestle set, use it to grind the food into a fine powder. 
There are other ways to get it done, such as using 
a rolling pin on the food over a piece of paper (to 
catch the mess).

Once the food is powdered, it might not sink. This 
can be problematic, as not many fry will feed from 
the surface. To work around this, put the food and 
some tank water into a small container and shake it 
up. This will suspend the food in the water, which can 
then be poured into the fry tank.

The downside to using crushed-up dry food is a 
loss of nutrients. Even normally proportioned dry 
food leaches vitamins and minerals once it hits the 
water. When these foods are crushed, they have a 
greater surface area exposed to the water, acceler-
ating nutrient loss. These tiny particles, if left uneaten, 
also decay quickly. You'll want to be sparing in how 
much you feed your fry and vacuum up any leftovers 
you might see.

Not all fish fry will eat dry foods, so test this out with 
a small amount before committing to a full feed.

Egg Yolk
Using egg yolk as a fry food is a fishkeeping hack 
that goes back decades in the hobby and is often still 
used even to this day. Simply hard-boiling an egg is 
all you'll need for this food option.

It's a fantastic choice because it is high in fats and 
protein, both of which are energy-dense nutrients 
that fuel growth and development. And, of course, 
it's readily available. A single cooked egg yolk can 
last you for days of feeding, so be sure to keep the 
unused yolk refrigerated. The egg white can be added 
to a salad of your choosing or otherwise discarded; 
it won't be needed in your tank.

You need to be accurate and sparing in your dose 
since any leftover egg particles in the tank will 
decompose quickly and dramatically. The resulting 
pollution in the tank may spike your ammonia levels 
and kill off sensitive fry. Once added to the tank, you 
may also notice an oily skim on the surface. This is a 
result of the high fat content I praised earlier. It would 
be best to siphon this away, as it reduces oxygen 
exchange at the surface and, over time, could be a 
risk to your fry.

http://aquariumhobbyistmagazine.com/
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As with the crushed-up dry food, you might need to suspend the 
egg yolk in some water by premixing it in tank water. By agitating it, 
you also break down the egg yolk into smaller particles, making it 
more accessible to the fry.

Spirulina Powder
Spirulina is a widely consumed health product made of dried 
microalgae, a cyanobacterium packed with nutrients. It can be easily 
sourced from specialty health stores or the health aisle of grocery 
stores. These algal particles tend to be only a few micrometers long, 
much smaller than most popular live foods used for fish fry.

Spirulina can be mixed in with the food options mentioned above, as 
it helps round out the diet with additional protein content, essential 
fatty acids, vitamins, and minerals. I have used it alongside egg yolk 
with good results.

Like the other options listed in this article, spirulina is best premixed 
with water to allow the particles to enter the water column rather 
than remain on the surface. Once it settles on the substrate, it makes 
for good grazing for bottom-dwelling fry.

Infusoria
Infusoria is a term that refers to a plethora of microscopic organisms 
that thrive on even smaller microorganisms, for example, amoebas 
and protozoans feeding on bacteria. These barely visible critters 
are viable fry feed.

These organisms abound in almost every aquatic environment. 
Most infusoria cultures are kick-started from mature home aquar-
ium samples.

Many recipes now exist, but they all follow similar principles. The 
starter can be sourced from several places: filter-sponge squeezings, 
aquatic mosses, mulm from the back of the aquarium, you name it. 
Some opt to source from other settings, such as water from flower 
vases or natural ponds. These carry risks but in many cases yield 
a good starter culture.

The only other thing needed is a container filled with mature aquar-
ium water and some nutrient-rich organics to get things going. I've 
heard of success from many products, from a few drops of milk 
to chopped vegetables to grass cuttings. Whatever it may be, the 
inevitable breakdown of these organics arises from bacterial action. 
The bacteria will bloom in a few days, turning the water cloudy. 
The infusoria kick off from this point, since they will feed on these 
bacteria. After approximately a week, you should see specks on the 
container walls and in the water column. You can draw out small 
amounts of infusoria with an eyedropper, being careful not to pick 
up decaying organics.

The rate at which a culture develops is dependent on temperature, 
with slightly warmer water preferred here. To facilitate this, many 
hobbyists keep their cultures on a windowsill.

Infusoria is an ideal food choice for tiny mouths, such as the fry of 
rasboras, gobies, and some killifish. However, it is also an excellent 
first food for the newly hatched of many other species.





Two oak leaves and an 
Indian almond leaf

A fish with fry

Two oak leaves and an Indian almond leafA fish with fry
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Leaf Litter
Using leaf litter in your spawning or rearing tank is a lazy way of 
feeding your fry, and that isn't a bad thing! The leaves we use in 
aquaria, from Indian almond to oak leaves, slowly break down by 
microbial action. This, in turn, feeds the very same types of infusoria 
mentioned above.

By including leaf litter for your fry, you provide them with an oppor-
tunity to feed throughout the day between your scheduled feeds.

The chemicals released by leaves include a mixture of valuable com-
pounds with antibacterial, antifungal, and stress-reducing properties. 
However, this chemical release may lower your pH. Species from 
mineral-rich, high-pH waters might not appreciate such conditions, 
so using a leaf-litter bed isn't an ideal strategy for all breeding sce-
narios. Many aquarium examples from South America and Southeast 
Asia benefit from leaf litter in their environment, spawning or not.

I prefer to use this method hand in hand with other feedings, but 
it is a useful safety net for unexpected broods and can buy you a 
little bit of time until you can get alternative food sources. It's not 
uncommon for relatively well-developed fry to emerge from the leaf 
litter, having managed to hide between the debris until they're too 
large to escape notice.

So if you come home one day to some small fry, never fear! There are 
potential ingredients already in your home you can use to nourish 
your new additions until more appropriate foods are acquired. AH
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 The Valley of Harmony 
By Lai Cam Linh (Jacky)

“T he Valley of Harmony" was set up on a special personal 
occasion: my birthday in 2019. Since then, this slice of 
nature has been the centerpiece in my living room for my 

family to enjoy. I always prefer to create an aquascape as part of our 
home that we can adore for a long time—not just for a competition. 
The layout design was planned with all viewing angles in the room 
in mind, not only the front. By doing so, my family can enjoy this 
aquascape to the fullest.

About the Author

Lai Cam Linh is an environmental engineer from Singapore who started 
aquascaping in 2016. To see more of his work, look up "LitiAquaria" 
on YouTube, Instagram, and Facebook or visit www.litiaquaria.com.



Initial hardscape

July 2019 planting

After 10 months
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As a fan of Nature Aquarium style, I made this aquascape layout 
where a wide range of aquatic plants, driftwood, and rocks are com-
bined to create a harmonious habitat for living creatures inside the 
aquarium. About 40 types of aquatic plants thrive in the tank, cre-
ating a colorful and dynamic scene of an underwater world. Stem 
plants in the layout create a lively feeling, whereas mosses on drift-
wood and rocks reflect a wabi-sabi sense of time's passage. The 
array of colors from the flourishing plants brings about a sense of 
tranquility and peace.

What I love about this scape is its natural transformation over time. 
After I submitted my photos to the International Aquatic Plants 
Layout Contest, I loosened the scape's maintenance routine and 
let the plants grow wild for some time. Surprisingly, the tank became 
even more attractive, and it is more beautiful now than ever. It is so 
true that nature never goes out of style, and as John Muir said, "In 
every walk with nature, one receives far more than he seeks."

http://aquariumhobbyistmagazine.com/


Final photo for the International Aquatic Plants Layout Contest

Harlequin Rasboras

Red Cherry Shrimp

White Cloud Mountain Minnows, Threadfin Rainbowfish,
Harlequin Rasboras, and Cardinal Tetras

Rotala sp.
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Aquarium
Tank: custom
Dimensions: ~47" × 18" × 18"
Glass: crystal glass, 12 mm
Volume: 64 gallons
Cabinet: custom

Aquascape
Style: Nature Aquarium
Substrate: PRODIBIO 
AquaGrowth Soil, JBL PROFLORA 
Florapol
Stone: lava rock
Wood: Malaysian driftwood

Equipment
Lighting: (2) Chihiros RGB Vivid 
II, 8-hour photoperiod (8:30 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m., 5:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.)
Filter: OASE BioMaster600, OASE 
BioMaster850, EHEIM Professional 
3 1200XL
Filter Media: Aquario Neo Media 
(Pure), EHEIM Substrat Pro, 
Seachem Matrix
Filter Pipes: stainless steel inflow 
and outflow jet pipes
Chiller: TECO TK500, set at 78.8° F
CO2: 8 hours daily (7:30 a.m. to 
11:30 a.m., 4:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.)

Maintenance
Fertilizers: Seachem Aquavitro 
(N synthesis, P activate, KH 
carbonate), Seachem Flourish (Iron, 
Trace, Advance)
Feeding: JBL Novo Tab, JBL Novo 
Granomix Mini, frozen bloodworms



Anubias barteri var. nana 'Petite'

aquariumhobbyistmagazine.com  The Valley of Harmony • 23

Water Parameters
pH: 6.4–6.8
Nitrite: 0 ppm
Nitrate: 20–50 ppm

Plants
 ‒ Micranthemum tweediei 'Monte Carlo'
 ‒ Hydrocotyle tripartita
 ‒ Micranthemum micranthemoides
 ‒ Hydrocotyle verticillata
 ‒ Helanthium tenellum 'Green'
 ‒ Eleocharis acicularis 'Mini'
 ‒ Rotala rotundifolia
 ‒ Rotala rotundifolia 'Green'
 ‒ Rotala rotundifolia 'Orange Juice'
 ‒ Rotala rotundifolia 'Vietnam Super Red'
 ‒ Rotala rotundifolia 'H’ra'
 ‒ Rotala mexicana 'Green'
 ‒ Rotala macrandra
 ‒ Rotala macrandra 'Yellow'
 ‒ Rotala macrandra 'Type IV Red'
 ‒ Limnophila sp. 'Vietnam'
 ‒ Limnophila aromatica
 ‒ Ludwigia sp. 'Super Red'
 ‒ Ludwigia arcuata
 ‒ Ludwigia brevipes
 ‒ Alternanthera reineckii 'Mini'
 ‒ Alternanthera reineckii 'Variegated'

 ‒ Myriophyllum sp. 'Guyana'
 ‒ Anubias barteri var. nana 'Petite'
 ‒ Anubias barteri var. nana 'Golden'
 ‒ Bucephalandra sp. 'Ghost 2011'
 ‒ Bucephalandra sp.
 ‒ Nymphoides hydrophylla 'Taiwan'
 ‒ Nymphaea zenkeri
 ‒ Cryptocoryne wendtii
 ‒ Cryptocoryne undulatus 'Green'
 ‒ Cryptocoryne sp. 'Hang Doi'
 ‒ Fissidens fontanus
 ‒ Vesicularia sp. 'Christmas Moss'
 ‒ Vesicularia sp. 'Anchor Moss'
 ‒ Vesicularia sp. 'Weeping Moss'
 ‒ Taxiphyllum sp. 'Flame Moss'
 ‒ Taxiphyllum sp. 'Taiwan Moss'
 ‒ Taxiphyllum sp. 'Java Moss'

Fish
 ‒ White Cloud Mountain Minnow (Tanichthys albonubes)
 ‒ Threadfin Rainbowfish (Iriatherina werneri)
 ‒ Oto Catfish (Macrotocinclus affinis)

Invertebrates
 ‒ Amano Shrimp (Caridina multidentata)
 ‒ Red Cherry Shrimp (Neocaridina davidi)
 ‒ Horned Nerite Snail (Clithon corona)
 ‒ Bladder Snail (Physella acuta) AH
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 KONG
By Ben Müller

A round 6 years ago, I had to take a break from the aquarium 
hobby because of my job. After 5 years without an aquarium, 
I decided to change my work-life balance. I missed my hobby 

so much that I wanted to find my way back into it with a small nano 
cube. That was a year ago, and I've been thrilled ever since.

My inspiration for this scape came from the King Kong movies. 
I created the background with fish- and plant-safe landscaping foam.

Aquarium
Tank: Dennerle NanoCube
Dimensions: 11.8" × 11.8" × 13.7"
Glass: float
Volume: ~8 gallons

Aquascape
Style: jungle
Substrate: Tropica Aquarium Soil
Stone: black lava rock
Wood: spiderwood

Equipment
Lighting: Fluval Plant LED, 1,200 lumens, 8-hour photoperiod
Filter: Dennerle Nano Corner
CO2: Dennerle Bio CO2 with nano diffuser

Maintenance
Fertilizers: Dennerle All in One! Elixier, ARKA Aquatics BIO-CO2
Water Changes: 50 percent weekly
Feeding: Dennerle Shrimp King, Dennerle Complete Gourmet

Plants
 ‒ Bucephalandra sp. 'Amanda'
 ‒ Bucephalandra sp. 'Mini Blue'
 ‒ Anubias barteri var. nana 'Petite'
 ‒ Pogostemon erectus
 ‒ Riccardia chamedryfolia
 ‒ Marsilea hirsuta

Fish
 ‒ Ember Tetra (Hyphessobrycon amandae)

Invertebrates
 ‒ Red Sakura Shrimp (Neocaridina davidi)
 ‒ Horned Nerite Snail (Clithon corona) AH

About the Author

Ben lives in Saarbrücken, Germany. To see more of his scapes, look 
up “_plantedtank” on Instagram and "PlantedTank" on YouTube.
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 HARMONIOUS DANCE OF COLORS 
By Emin Karaahmetoglu

W hen I started this tank, my goal was to create an aquas-
cape that I could enter into international aquascaping 
contests. My strategy was to select rocks and plants that 

would give the tank great perspective and color harmony, as these, 
in my opinion, are crucial. First, I selected mini landscape rock for 
the hardscape. I wanted to use plants with bold colors, so I chose 
a variety of different-colored plants from the Rotala genus. I also 
added a small path to increase depth perception.

With so many high-quality tanks being entered into aquascaping 
contests these days, keeping all the small details in mind when 
building a competitive aquascape is critical. Without attention to 
every detail, it is difficult to stand out from the competition. In 2020, it 
was my honor to have this nano tank ranked among the top tanks in 
one of the most prestigious aquascaping contests, the International 
Aquatic Plants Layout Contest.

About the Author

Emin lives in Malatya, Turkey, and has been interested in the hobby 
since he was 14 years old. He became a professional aquascaper 
in 2013. To see more of his scapes, look up “mek_aquascaping” on 
Instagram and "Emin KARAAHMETOĞLU" on YouTube.
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A top-down shot of the aquascape
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Aquarium
Tank: Beta Akvaryum
Dimensions: ~23" × 16" × 14"
Glass: extra clear

Volume: ~22 gallons
Cabinet: custom

Aquascape
Style: Brazilian
Substrate: JBL Volcano Mineral, Aquavitro-Aquasolum soil, 
stream sand
Stone: mini landscape

Equipment
Lighting: Creaqua Premium Series, 50 watts, 6-hour photoperiod
Filter: JBL E901 canister filter, EHEIM skim350 surface skimmer
Filter Media: Seachem Matrix, Seachem Purigen, sponge, filter 
fiber
Filter Pipes: 16/22 glass lily pipe
Heating: EHEIM Jager, 100 watts
CO2: pressurized CO2 cylinder, CO2Art regulator, CO2Art Bazooka 
Flux diffuser

Maintenance
Water Changes: 30 percent twice weekly
Fertilizers: Seachem Flourish, Seachem Nitrogen, Seachem 
Phosphorus, Seachem Potassium, Seachem Iron, Seachem Trace
Salt: Dennerle GH+/KH+
Feeding: Tropical Soft Line America, live Artemia sp.

Plants
 ‒ Rotala sp. 'H’ra'
 ‒ Rotala mexicana
 ‒ Rotala sp. 'Green'
 ‒ Mayaca fluviatilis
 ‒ Hygrophila pinnatifida
 ‒ Eleocharis sp. 'Mini'
 ‒ Staurogyne repens
 ‒ Anubias barteri var. nana 'Petite'
 ‒ Riccardia chamedryfolia
 ‒ Hottonia palustris
 ‒ Lindernia sp. 'India'
 ‒ Lilaeopsis mauritiana

Fish
 ‒ Black Neon Tetra (Hyphessobrycon herbertaxelrodi)
 ‒ Ember Tetra (Hyphessobrycon amandae)
 ‒ Oto Catfish (Macrotocinclus affinis) AH
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Scaper Spotlight: Dou Mok
Aquascape Artist

By Jason Oneppo

A bout 6 to 7 years ago, I stumbled upon Aqua Design Amano 
and The Green Machine’s YouTube channels… and then 
went deep into an aquascaping rabbit hole (that I’m still 

firmly stuck in). I was looking for my second job after graduating 
from the university I attended, and watching these videos was my 
escape every evening. The music was calming, the aquascapes 
were beautiful, and most of all, I felt so at peace. I couldn’t afford to 
set up anything at that time, but my partner and I worked hard to 
put ourselves in a good position, and I was able to get my first tank 
2 years later. From that point, it was nonstop looking for deals and 
setting up and taking down tanks to practice and test ideas.

Q: There are different styles of aquascaping: Dutch, Nature 
Aquarium, Diorama, etc. What’s your favorite one and why?
A: My favorite style is Nature Aquarium. I am heavily inspired by 
Takashi Amano and Masashi Ono, and I love how they both try to 
create beautiful homes for their inhabitants—or so it feels. This is 
the first thing I think about when looking at aquascapes. Does it 
feel like I could find this setting in nature, and what kind of animals 
would live around a place like this?

Q: You have gorgeous nano scapes. I saw one on your Instagram 
account set up for almost 5 years now. Most aquascapes are set 
up and broken down within 6 to 8 months. What three tips can 
you give to beginner or even advanced aquascapers looking to 
set up long-term scapes?

A: Tip #1: Don’t give up. Maintaining an aquascape is all about 
persistence and effort. We have to realize that there will be ups and 
downs, just like life, and it’s about how we respond to them that 
matters. Look at issues as if they are an opportunity to challenge 
yourself. Practice literally makes perfect.

Tip #2: Have fun! We’re in this hobby because it brings us happi-
ness, right? If I’m having fun, that’s all that matters to me at the end 
of the day. Aquascapes always take time to reach their potential. 
Just because it doesn’t look good now doesn’t mean it won’t look 
good later.

Tip #3: Be flexible. There’s more than one way of doing something. 
There’s no right or wrong answer for a hobby that’s for fun. Don’t 
feel pressured to do something in a way you’re not comfortable 
with. I only care about what the aquascape looks like, and I don’t 
care how people got there. Something isn’t working out? Make a 
change and try again. There are so many times when I have started 
over to try something new.

Q: What made you decide to keep multiple nano tanks, and how 
many do you currently have set up?
A: The reason I have so many nano tanks is that I keep falling in love 
with my aquascapes (it feels a little weird typing this), and I don’t 
want to take them down but still want to keep trying new ideas. My 
solution was to get more tanks—a great solution, right? I have about 
10 nano tanks set up: 8 on the rack and 2 in the living room.

Q: What are your largest and smallest aquascapes, and can you 
tell us a little something about them?
A: My largest aquascape is found in my 5' × 2' × 2', ~142-gallon 
aquarium. It has never been fully emptied in the last 2 years and 
went through at least eight rescapes. It has four canister filters that 
people are often surprised to see (I want to process water, not just 
push it around with a wavemaker). My smallest aquascapes can be 
found in my 14" × 8.5" × 10", ~5.5-gallon aquariums. They house 
my Tupfel Shrimp (Tangerine Tiger) that I waited 2 years to receive 

About the Author

Jason lives in Warwick, RI, is a co-founder of AHM, and has been in 
the aquarium industry for over 30 years. He has worked in retail stores, 
livestock wholesalers, and manufacturing.
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after failing to keep them alive the first time around. I 
received 12 this second time, went down to 3 shrimp, 
and now I’m back up to about 30 or so. Thank you, 
shrimp gods!

Q: Tell us something about the technical aspect of 
your aquascapes. What are your favorite equipment, 
substrate, and fertilization products?
A: My strength is in the art—not science. I tend to buy 
proven products that allow me to focus on what I love 
doing so I don’t have to wonder if my equipment is good 
enough. This allows me to focus on myself and what 
I’m doing wrong. These are my favorite brands: Aqua 
Design Amano (ADA), Ultum Nature Systems (UNS), 
OASE, Felix Smart, Tropica, and The 2Hr Aquarist.

Q: Do you have a favorite aquatic plant, fish, and 
invertebrate?
A: Bolbitis species (water ferns), angelfish, and Amano 
Shrimp!

Q: How about one last piece of wisdom that 
encompasses your aquascaping philosophy?
A: Don’t compare yourself to other people and use that 
as a barometer of success. Think about what success 
means to you, and plan how you’re going to get there. 
Everyone is on their path in life, and it’s up to you to 
keep working on the things that matter most to you. If 
you asked me 5 years ago if I would be where I am today 
in life, I would’ve told you that you’re full of baloney and 
it would never happen. That is life, unpredictable. Focus 
on yourself, and the rest will follow. The secrets to life 
really are in the clichés.

To see more of Dou's aquascapes, visit his website at 
www.natureaquariumvancouver.com and follow 
 "cookie.dou_scapes" on Instagram. AH

http://aquariumhobbyistmagazine.com/
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 LOCAL HARVEST  
AQUASCAPING 
By Jason Blizzard

“M aking the simple complicated is commonplace; making 
the complicated simple, awesomely simple, that's cre-
ativity." —Charles Mingus, jazz musician

Beginnings
I've been keeping aquariums for around 20 years, mostly unsuccess-
fully and haphazardly. Only recently, within the past couple of years, 
did I begin seriously honing my craft. It all started (as it probably did 
for countless others) when I stumbled upon Foo the Flowerhorn's 

About the Author

Jason works in the water-leak detection industry, lives in Myakka City, 
Florida, and has been in the aquarium hobby for over 20 years, but 
only semi-seriously for the past couple of years. To see more of his 
work, follow "aquascapeflorida" on Instagram and YouTube.
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low-tech, Diana Walstad-inspired aquariums on YouTube. I was 
amazed at how captivating a well-planned ecosystem could actu-
ally be and quickly went about figuring out how I could put my own 
spin on it.

Since then, my circumstances, failures, influences, and location 
(Florida) have helped shape my unique style of aquascaping. I've 
found myself much more capable of creating aquascapes using 
locally gathered plants, animals, and materials. What better way to 
replicate a natural ecosystem than to use everything straight from 
the source? I quickly learned (but often forget) that Mother Nature 
knows best. The closer we can get with her, the better off we'll be.

Methodology
To start, it's important to know that this "local harvest aquascaping" 
style is highly variable and will be determined by what resources are 
available in your area. This constraint is also liberating, allowing you 
to focus your energy on observation and creation rather than acqui-
sition and budget. This style's true beauty is that it's much easier 
to familiarize yourself with an ecosystem that you can more wholly 
and directly experience. This dramatically improves your chance of 
accurately simulating a natural ecosystem.

Since there are so many variables, instead of instructions, I'll share 
an example and details of my most successful and rewarding tank 
thus far. This way, you can see what's worked for me and then 

http://aquariumhobbyistmagazine.com/
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tweak it to suit your unique circumstances. There will 
be trial and error; just know the experimentation is 
most of what's fun.

My Setup
I've found that a shoreline-themed setup is ideal 
because it allows for more diverse planting options, 
experimentation, accessibility, and aesthetic appeal. 
For this display, I gathered everything in the aquarium 
from around my home in Florida, from substrate to 
fish and snails, even the water! While not everyone 
lives in an aquatically privileged region like Florida, 
I'm sure there are waterways near you that can be 
used in similar ways. You'd be surprised to discover 
the lively intricacies of even a simple neighborhood 
drainage ditch when some of its contents are kept 
readily observable in a glass aquarium.

When planning your own setup, here are a few things 
to keep in mind:

 ‒ Research to ensure you’re not breaking any laws by 
taking animals, plants, or hardscape materials for 
your setup. 
 ‒ Respect nature! Don’t trash the environment while 
harvesting.
 ‒ Pay attention to the significant elements from 
where you harvest, such as inhabitants, soil, light, 
temperature, and moisture/water.
 ‒ Expensive equipment is not a requirement to get 
quality results. I've scaped beautiful displays with 
outdoor, no-tech containers.

Container: Ultum Nature System 5S, 2-gallon shallow 
tank. Any container that holds water will do. Glass is 
preferred for underwater and substrate visibility.

Lighting: ONF Flat Nano Stand for 10 hours daily plus 
indirect sunlight from a nearby window. Lighting may 
vary greatly depending on plants and animals. For arti-
ficial lighting, I typically just follow the sun's schedule. 
Remember, sunlight is free and better than any artificial 
light if managed correctly.

Filter: No mechanical filtration. I rely solely on the 
natural filtration within the tank. If you observe and rep-
licate nature successfully, the tank becomes a nearly 
self-sufficient ecosystem. I've found water flow causes 
issues in my setups. I credit this aquarium's equilib-
rium to the biodiversity within the substrate and water 
column, quality water input, heavy plant load, adequate 
lighting, janitorial inhabitants, and lean feeding.

Animal Food: Generic fish food flakes occasionally 
to supplement. Otherwise, there's a pretty solid food 
web happening here, with infusoria (minute aquatic 
creatures) likely the main players. These critters will 
inherently populate such an aquarium. It's wise to let 
them establish before gradually adding larger animals.
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Temperature Control: None. The temperature in my 
home stays consistent adequately throughout the year.

Substrate: From the bottom up, wood chips, compost, 
soil, and a thicker layer of sand. I try to gather most sub-
strate from sources similar to what I'm representing to 
obtain as similar a microbial diversity as possible. I rinse 
the sand well but leave everything else as is.

Hardscape: I was lucky enough to find a perfect piece 
of wood for this tank that not only serves as pleasing 
eye candy but also functions as a retaining wall for the 
land section and a convenient planter shelf to extend 
my container garden plot. Initially, I included a pine cone 
and some small stones, which I quickly scrapped to 
make more space for planting. Also, the pine cone began 
deteriorating too rapidly for my liking (a quickly learned 
lesson in decomposition rate variability).

Water: This may get tricky for you. I usually gather 
my water straight from my outdoor pond and mix it 1:1 
with well water. Some testing and experimentation are 
required to get the parameters right. Be careful with 
your water sourcing, as undesirable pests and diseases 
may tag along. I've had no major issues so far. I perform 
water changes of about 20–40 percent every week or 
two but typically just top off what's lost to evaporation 
and plant growth.

Plants: Mostly unidentified weeds from my lawn and 
the waterways around my home. Initially, I incorporated 
many plants that I knew well in order to establish the 
substrate. I then slowly added unknown species to see 
what would grow. I get countless algae tagalongs from 
wild harvesting. If you want to eliminate those algae, 
some aquarists use a bleach solution. However, they 
rarely become an issue because of the heavy plant com-
petition. I prefer as many species of algae as possible to 
help make up for any nutrient-processing deficiencies. 
The creatures seem to enjoy eating them also.

Animals: This may require some research if you’re 
unaware of the animals’ parameter requirements. 
Because this is such a small environment, there are only 
Least Killifish, snails, amphipods, and various unknown 
micro critters. My interest tends toward the creatures 
that are barely visible, so nano scapes are my go-to.

Closing
I hope you enjoyed the condensed version of my local 
harvest aquascaping technique. Now that you under-
stand how I do things, you may alter these techniques 
and develop your own style. I've spent a lot of time honing 
this craft and am continually learning. I've applied these 
techniques to various aquariums with great results and 
am currently developing a locally harvested saltwater 
aquarium along the same premise. It would be exciting 
to see what other hobbyists come up with, so please 
share your experience. AH



Least Killifish

Eastern Mosquitofish

A snail with eggs
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A Biotope Aquarium for 
 Macropodus ocellatus 
By Seungjun "Jinto" Lee

I n the last couple of years, I’ve had the opportunity to write three 
biotope articles for Aquarium Hobbyist Magazine. With this oppor-
tunity, I fell into biotope scaping in earnest. My heart was full of 

passion for it, but I didn't have enough space to add another large 
tank. So I couldn't help but get some small aquariums. Unfortunately, 
the tanks were too small to keep turtles, and since I already had two 
biotopes for turtles, I decided to scape one for fish this time. The two 
existing biotope aquariums were inspired by habitats in America, so 
I decided to find new inspiration from a habitat in my own country, 

About the Author

Jinto lives in South Korea and is a photographer who got his start 
in the aquarium hobby in 2008. To see more of his work, follow 
 “jinto_the_habitat” on Instagram.

https://www.instagram.com/jinto_the_habitat/
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South Korea. While thinking about this, I became 
interested in Macropodus ocellatus, the Round-tailed 
Paradise Fish, a species I've always wanted to keep. 
I planned to scape a biotope aquarium based on its 
habitat.

The Habitat That Inspired Me
There is a small reservoir not far from my home with 
clear water and gentle water flow. It is close to a moun-
tain and connected to a creek, a suitable habitat for 
M. ocellatus. As shown in the picture, the waterfront 
is dominated by sand, gravel, and various aquatic 
plant species. Based on this, I decided to mimic this 
biotope's shoreline, where a high density of plants 
was present.

Scaping the Biotope Aquarium
The following materials were selected based on the 
inspiration obtained from the reservoir. First, I pre-
pared the composition of the substrate by mixing 
various sizes of sand and gravel to create a feeling 
similar to the bottom of the reservoir. Next, the main 
structure was set with a stump of driftwood, the roots 
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A male Macropodus ocellatus under the surfaceHardscaping with twigs, branches, and botanicals
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were shaped with small driftwood branches, and the details were 
filled in with twigs. The scaping process was completed by planting 
submerged vegetation in the crevices of the driftwood.

Detailed Placement of Scaping
A good layout is important to me as an aquascaper. The design of 
structures that can positively affect aquatic critters kept in aquariums 
is no less important. In that sense, I thought about a layout that would 
satisfy both of these simultaneously. First of all, when the stump was 
placed, it was angled with the slope on the bottom so that fish could 
enter and exit through the gaps below. Then, small branches were 
placed near the stump to shape the tree root. My hope was that the 
aquatic critters in the tank could use these spaces as shelter and 
display natural behavior. Also, aquatic plants were planted densely 

at the back of the tank to encourage the pair of M. ocellatus to use 
them during spawning season.

Flora and Fauna
I planted numerous Ceratophyllum demersum and Nymphoides 
indica in this tank because they were plants I identified during my 
visit to the reservoir. Before planting, I thought it would create a 
more natural atmosphere if I planted Phragmites japonica, a reed 
plant found in the reservoir. Since M. ocellatus is a jumper, the risk 
of the fish jumping out without a lid is very high, so I decided against 
it. Instead, filamentous algae were placed everywhere to embody 
the feeling of what I saw in the natural habitat. This type of algae is 
commonly considered a nuisance among aquarium hobbyists, but 
I planned to maintain only a moderate amount in a controlled way.



Nymphoides indica in the natural habitatFlora of the biotope

Nymphoides indica collected from the reservoir Filamentous algae
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A bubble nest made by the pair of Macropodus ocellatus

A male Macropodus ocellatus in the shelter Neocaridina davidiA male Macropodus ocellatus, spawning season

A pair of Macropodus ocellatus during spawning season
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Next, the fauna consisted of M. ocellatus and Neocaridina 
davidi. I had seen various fish species there, but only a pair 
of M. ocellatus could be added due to the tank's small size. 
I also saw shrimp inhabiting the reservoir, so some of the 
shrimp raised in my other tanks were moved to this tank. 
Since M. ocellatus is a carnivore, I was concerned the shrimp 
would be eaten. But with many hiding places in the tank, 
the shrimp readily reproduce and maintain their population.

Maintenance Over the Past Year
At the time of writing this article, it has been more than a 
year since I scaped the tank. It has been maintained quite 
carefully since setting it up. Most of what I expected at the 
time of setting it up has played out. The first is the various 
behavior patterns of M. ocellatus. The patterns mainly occur 
near the main structure. The driftwood is used as a shelter; 
the fish enter and leave freely. During the spawning season, 
the pair make bubble nests in the aquatic vegetation planted 
behind the stump. The second expectation was the mainte-
nance of the shrimp population. It is known among Korean 
aquarium hobbyists that M. ocellatus and shrimp should 
never be kept together in a tank. Because this fish regards 
the shrimp as prey, I had to create numerous spaces for the 
shrimp to hide in, some of which were nowhere near where 
the fish dwell. So the shrimp are not only maintaining their 
population but even increasing it. The third expectation was 
the sustainability of the layout. The layout has not changed; 
the only time I touch the tank is to trim the plants and check 
on the fish and shrimp.

To be honest, I didn’t think scaping small tanks would be fun. 
I felt a limited variety of aquatic critters could be kept and 
that small tanks were not challenging to decorate. However, 
I realized even a small tank could give me as much pleasure 
as my large tanks. Being able to maintain stability allowed me 
to maximize my enjoyment of this aquarium. As a result, this 
tank is now placed right next to my desk, making it the tank I 
look into most frequently. Sadly, while Asian biotope aquari-
ums are quite popular worldwide, Korean biotope aquariums 
are still very new to aquarium hobbyists and aquascapers. 
If you want to enjoy a special biotope aquarium in a small 
tank and reproduce the natural behavioral patterns of the 
Round-tailed Paradise Fish, I strongly recommend a Korean 
biotope aquarium like this. AH
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A FAST-FLOWING STREAM 
 FOR RED-BELTED GOBIES 
By Simon Bach

I n my experience, aquariums replicating fast-flowing streams are 
not that common in the hobby. People are starting to keep dif-
ferent kinds of gobies from these environments, but the fish are 

kept in community setups rather than in biotope or biotope-inspired 
aquariums. The inspiration for this aquarium is the Koyoan River in 
Sulawesi, Indonesia. I created this fast-flowing, clearwater-stream 
tank to replicate the natural environment for the Red-belted Goby 
(Sicyopus zosterophorus), a rare goby in the hobby. I hope that this 
short article will inspire hobbyists to set up fast-flowing-stream tanks 
so that we will see more of them in the hobby.

About the Author

Simon is a social worker from Aalborg, Denmark, who has been in the 
hobby for 18 years. He got his first aquarium when he was 7 years old. 
Since then, he has kept aquariums on and off, mostly cichlids from 
Lake Tanganyika and South America. To see more of his work, look 
up "Darth_Scaper " on Instagram.



Red-belted Goby resting on the substrate

Red-belted Goby emerging from the rocks Red-belted Goby
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Red-belted Goby perched on a rock

The circulation pump used to simulate the water movement in a fast-flowing stream is located behind the rocks.
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Aquarium
Tank: ADA
Dimensions: 23" × 12" × 7"
Glass: Optiwhite, 5 mm
Volume: ~8 gallons
Cabinet: IKEA bookcase

Aquascape
Style: biotope-inspired fast-flowing stream
Substrate: sand, small stones
Stone: pumice stones
Wood: small branches (locally collected)

Equipment
Lighting: Twinstar 600c LED, 6-hour photoperiod (12:00 p.m. to 
6:00 p.m.)
Filter: Seachem Tidal 35, 130 gallons per hour
Circulation Pump: Tunze Turbelle Nanostream 6015, 475 gallons 
per hour

Maintenance
Water Changes: 60 percent weekly
Feeding: frozen bloodworms, brine shrimp, and others

Fish
 ‒ Red-belted Goby (Sicyopus zosterophorus) AH
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